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As we welcome 2023, the entire team at Chemistry of
Materials thanks the authors, reviewers, and readers of the

journal. Every issue of the journal is a pleasure to read because of
the exceptional research being featured, with nearly 1000
manuscripts published and comments from nearly 2500
reviewers analyzed by our editors in 2022. We know that a lot
of hard work and time goes into every manuscript, and we
appreciate your contributions. We are also excited by the voices
that advance materials chemistry and provide unique viewpoints
through editorials, special collections, and perspectives,
including the journal’s Up& Coming series, and the community
celebrations, for example, the special collection for John
Goodenough’s 100th brithday!1 We thank you all for your
continued engagement with the journal and wish you the best in
2023.
This continued community engagement positions Chemistry

of Materials well as we enter our 35th year! Such anniversaries
are often celebrated with gifts of jade, which is a beautiful
mineral. In fact, what is commonly referred to as “jade” can be
one of two different minerals�nephrite or jadeite, with different
chemical compositions and different properties. Regardless of
the form, utilitarian and ceremonial uses for jade have been
documented throughout much of human history and in many
geographical regions. In a similar manner, materials research
often transcends borders to bring understanding to the chemical
nature and properties of materials and ultimately bring forward
their utility in a host of applications. We celebrate the journal’s
history as the premier home for research providing a molecular-
level viewpoint of materials.2

With this framework, 2023 will be marked with community-
driven special collections that place current frontiers in materials
chemistry within the longevity of the field that has been fostered
by the journal. Keep your eyes on the journal and our Twitter
handle @ChemMater for special collections on the Future of
Drug Delivery and π-Conjugated Materials, being launched early
this year. Our “35 Voices” initiative will also begin so that we
may hear what motivates materials researchers from all over the
world. To kick off our 35th year, however, we start by
highlighting 35 of the most cited and downloaded manuscripts
published in 2022.3−37

As can be anticipated, many of the most engaged with
contributions to the journal are in the area of battery materials,
being part of the special collection celebrating John Good-
enough’s 100th birthday (Table 1)1,3−10 and highlighted in the
virtual collection Solid Electrolytes in the Spotlight.38 Both
advances in the electrode materials and electrolytes are
highlighted, and this topical area includes a review article on
solid Li- and Na-ion electrolytes.7

MXenes and layered dichalcogenides (Table 2)11−15 as well as
covalent organic framework (COF) materials (Table 3)16−22

were also well-represented. The contributions on MXenes
include a Methods/Protocols paper that provides practical
insights for the synthesis and processing of these exciting
materials.13 The multifunctionality of COFs continues to be
advanced as highlighted by Sun and co-workers with the
introduction of a photoresponsive switch for singlet oxygen
generation,17 with exceptional properties also being predicted
and likely to inspire new experimental directions.19 Yet the
interest in porous materials does not end with COFs; several
papers on porous carbons have been appreciated by the
community, giving guidance on the important structural features
for diverse applications,21,22 and porous materials were center-
points of the recent collections Highlighting Recent Research in
Materials Science f rom Latin America39 and Multifunctional
Nanoporous Materials in Latin America.40

Hydrogels also were prominent in Chemistry of Materials this
past year, with a special collection curated by Dayong Yang.41

Two manuscripts are highlighted in Table 4,23,24 and we recall
the virtual celebration of Meng Li, Dr. Baolin Guo, and their
team for their best paper award. At the time of this writing, their
paper entitled “Two-Pronged Strategy of Biomechanically
Active and Biochemically Multifunctional Hydrogel Wound
Dressing to Accelerate Wound Closure and Wound Healing”
has already been cited 185 times!42 This recognition is
appropriate given the innovation demonstrated through the
integration of quaternized chitosan, polydopamine-coated
reduction graphene oxide, and poly(N-isopropylacrylamide).
Catalysts, photovoltaic materials, and thermoelectrics also

continue to be important topics given their connection to a
sustainable future (Table 5),25−29 with two exciting perspec-
tives�one on codesign for oxygen evolution catalysts26 and the
other on halogen bonding in hybrid perovskite photovoltaics.27

A useful Methods/Protocols article accompanies these con-
tributions on best practices for the creation of perovskite solar
cells.28 Luminescent and optical materials (Table 6)30−35 of all
classes round-out the interest in sustainability, while also
connecting to detector and sensor applications. Our list of 35
papers concludes with materials discovery (Table 7),36,37 which
should push us to new frontiers. A notable feature of this work
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and others in the list is the continued interest in data science and
machine learning, moving the community in a more efficient
manner toward materials by design.
We hope that you enjoy exploring this list of manuscripts in

Chemistry of Materials and look forward to celebrating the
journal’s 35th year!

Sara E. Skrabalak, Editor-in-Chief orcid.org/0000-0002-
1873-100X
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Notes
Views expressed in this editorial are those of the author and not
necessarily the views of the ACS.
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